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E By the sound of  things, there was actually a good party at Xavier this 
weekend! Shame it got busted... 
Check out the Police Notes for the 
latest Xavier scandals.
See POLICE| Page 4
Catch up with Xavier redshirt junior 
Travis Taylor to find out what his life 
is like outside of  basketball. Sabrina 
Brown has the scoop.
See PROFILE| Page 7
The Center for Faith and 
Justice (CFJ) is in the process of  
selecting an interim director to re-
place the current director, David 
Johnson, as he transitions to inter-
im Associate Provost at Student 
Life and Leadership (SLL). 
Johnson was selected for the 
interim position at SLL as part of  
the realignment process undertak-
en by Provost and Chief  Academic 
Officer Dr. Scott Chadwick.  The 
replacement of  Johnson was not 
a specific part of  the realignment 
but was necessary in the wake 
of  Johnson’s 
transition.  
Johnson said 
that the CFJ is 
looking within 
the department 
at current staff  
members to fill 
the position of  
interim direc-
tor, a decision 
that should be made sometime 
See DIRECTOR| Page 4
In the next few months, stu-
dents and employees can expect to 
be using their All Cards to swipe 
into Gallagher Student Center.
As a part of  Phase 1 of  Xavier’s 
Safety Initiatives, the University 
will be installing remote door locks 
on all of  the buildings on campus. 
They have already been installed 
in the E-Building of  the Village 
and the University Apartments.
Along with these installations, 
other projects such as improved 
campus lighting, security cam-
eras in high traffic areas and an 
increase in emergency phones on 
campus have already been fulfilled 
as part of  Phase 1.
“The driving factor behind 
these measures was Virginia Tech 
years ago,” Bill Moran, associ-
ate director of  Auxiliary Services 
said. “We are trying to be proac-
tive against anything.”
Gallagher Student Center has 
been one of  the buildings on 
campus that is open 24 hours a 
day and will continue to be so, but 
with card access required between 
11 p.m. and 7 a.m.
“This system enhances the 
safety of  Gallagher in the evening 
hours while still enabling students 
to have access to the building,” 
Sergeant Kenneth Grossman said. 
“We haven’t heard anything nega-
tive towards the use of  their All 
Cards in the other buildings.” 
As remote locking systems are 
installed within all of  the build-
ings, the hours that the buildings 
are open will remain the same, but 
security will be increased as well as 
















Newswire photos by Greg Rose
Increased security in Gallagher CFJ searches for new director
Entrepreneur Alec Habli 
and his wife Brittany have 
released plans to open a 
new hookah bar on 
Montgomery Road.
Genie Hookah 
Lounge will take the 
place of  the vacant 
property, formerly 
X-Rays Tanning, 
next to Betta’s 
Italian oven. The 
site is a converted 
two-story 1920s 
town house.
The owners plan on 
BY ED MORLEY
Campus News Editor
See HOOKaH| Page 3
an “Arabian Nights” feel to 
the bar, with the upstairs in-
tended for extra seating and 
a space for private parties.
Brittany Habli is very en-
thusiastic about opening 
the hookah lounge and 
she encourages students 
to check it out when it 
opens.
“We are very excited for 
the opportunity to bring 
the Xavier students 
Genie Hookah Lounge. 
It will be a hang-out 
with a cool modern 
twist to an Arabian 
Nights theme where 
students can relax 
with friends after a 
long day of  study-
ing. We invite you all 
to come to smoke 
News2 Xavier NewswireJanuary 25, 2012
TXTBOX strives to make students money
-Paid Advertisement- 





Rhine region of  Cincinnati 
first-hand by attending Urban 
Plunge. This semester, Urban 
Plunge will be taking place 
from Feb. 3-5 and is open to 
first year and sophomore stu-
dents. On this retreat, stu-
dents will have the opportuni-
ty to learn about the issues of  
urban poverty in Cincinnati. 
Sign ups are due by Jan. 31 in 
GSC room 310.
Urban Plunge
At 7 p.m. on Jan. 26 in the 
Conaton Board Room, the first 
Ethics/Religion and Society 
lecture of  the semester will be 
given by Jorge Garcia. Garcia 
is a philosophy professor at 
Boston College and a fellow 
of  the Du Bois Institute at 
Harvard University. His wife, 
Laura Garcia, will be present-
ing her lecture, “A Feminist 
Defense of  Male/Female 
Complementarity” at 3 p.m. 
in the Conaton Board Room.
E/RS Lecture 
Series
With nearly $13 billion lost 
nationally in the textbook indus-
try each year and only 25 percent 
of  students selling books back, 
four Xavier students are hoping 
to capture the remaining 75 per-
cent through their newly-launched 
business, TXTBOX. 
TXTBOX is a textbook-return 
system in which students drop 
their textbooks in a large, secure 
box (the TXTBOX), leaving a slip 
of  paper with their information 
enclosed inside the front cover of  
the books. 
The business owners, Xavier 
juniors Owen Raisch and Jimmy 
Geiser and sophomores Darnell 
Miller and Robert Kelly, then sell 
back the textbooks for the highest 
market value and send the money 
to the original student. 
When filling out their infor-
mation forms, students have 
the choice of  rushed or classic 
service. 
Rushed service allows students 
to receive their cash more quickly, 
but may return less money than 
the classic service because the 
TXTBOX employees have not 
had time to find the greatest value 
for the book while reselling it to 
online stores such as Amazon and 
e-Bay. 
The employees are then paid 
commission on each text sold. 
Since the Bookstore is the 
only legal seller of  textbooks on 
Xavier’s campus, TXTBOX has 
decided to test its business plan 
on the XU campus as a non-profit 
company.
“We do not want to directly 
compete with the Bookstore,” 
Raisch said. “We are offering a 
different service; tapping into a 
different [digital] market with a 
modern approach. We hope to 
prepare TXTBOX for the digital 
revolution, because not a lot of  
companies out there are success-
fully vying for that market.” 
The students operate the busi-
ness from the basement of  Raisch 
and Geiser’s Cleneay home and 
already have four boxes built and 
ready for business. In addition, 
TXTBOX hopes to provide more 
employment opportunities for 
students both on and off  campus, 
as well as give students experience 
working in a real business setting. 
“We want to learn more about 
starting businesses. The funda-
mentals to a stronger economy 
are in starting small businesses. 
TXTBOX is a great way to help 
kids get experience in the real 
world instead of  making market-
ing plans. We want to let students 
play around with a real company,” 
Raisch said. 
Once the company takes off, 
the employed students would 
work for two hours a night, mak-
ing around 11 or 12 dollars an 
hour and gaining valuable expe-
rience working for a profit-based 
company. 
“There have been several busi-
nesses at Xavier that operated 
on a non-revenue model, but the 
University is getting rid of  them,” 
Geiser said. “Profit drives success. 
When there’s a possibility for fail-
ure, students will learn better.” 
In its first semester collecting 
books, TXTBOX brought in over 
$1000 in revenue, selling back 
around 130 textbooks. 
“Our objectives were changing 
a lot and we wanted to assess our 
system, so we kept the initial traf-
fic pretty low so that we weren’t 
overwhelmed. But we still outdid 
our initial projections,” Geiser 
said. 
In the coming months, 
TXTBOX is hoping to expand 
its base to community colleges 
and will be pitching the idea to 
the president of  Southern State 
Community College in March. 
“Southern State has four 
campuses with a total of  around 
10,000 students. However, they 
don’t have a current buy-back sys-
tem or online buy-back site and 
their bookstore is essentially a 
one-man operation. People don’t 
realize the value of  buying back at 
a community college, so we won’t 
be clawing for our share,” Raisch 
said. “It’s the perfect venue for us 
right now as a young company.” 
Raisch, Geiser, Miller and Kelly 
have high hopes for TXTBOX, 
and are currently designing 
software and logos that, they 
believe, could take the com-
pany national. They are also 
working with local business-
es such as Betta’s to provide 
coupons to students who use 
TXTBOX to sell back their 
books. As the company con-
tinues to expand, its founders 
stress that, above all, they are in it 
for the experience.
“The average student spends 
$898 a year on textbooks, and as 
soon as the book is off  the shelf, 
its value deteriorates. We want to 
get students more money for their 
books,” Raisch said. “We’re not 
business students, so we’re trying 
to find a way to connect our real-
life experiences to business and 





The average student spends $898 a year on textbooks, 
and as soon as the book is off  the shelf, its value 
deteriorates. We want to get students more money for 
their books.
Owen Rasich, partial owner of  TXTBOX
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Continued from page 1
Students gathered in the Gallagher Student Center atrium Tuesday night for the 
SAC Open Mic Night. This night gave students the opportunity to perform for 
free. Included in the performers was junior Jonathan Long (pictured above.)
Newswire photo by Ed Morley
Hookah: Lounge opening on Montgomery Road
CORRECTIONS
The Newswire strives 
to keep the integrity and 
honor of all in the articles 
we publish.  
In an effort to better the 
paper, please tell us if you 
find corrections that need 
to be made.  
We appreciate your help 
in making the Newswire a 
better newspaper.
E-mail us at newswire@





our featured item, hookah along 
with drinks and free Wifi," Habli 
said.
Hookah bars have become 
very popular in the United States 
as a place to smoke flavored to-
bacco through a tall, often elegant, 
smoking pipe with friends in a re-
laxing environment.
The Habli’s have mooted Feb. 
15 as a possible date for open-
ing the “Genie Hookah Lounge,” 
but there is a possibility that they 
will open its doors to the public 
earlier.
Newswire photo by Greg Rose
A new hookah bar is slated to open on Montgomery Road in the building next to 
Betta’s  Italian Oven where X-Rays Tanning once resided.
Campus News4 Xavier NewswireJanuary 25, 2012





Jan. 18 12:02 a.m. – Xavier Po-
lice assisted Residence Life with 
a room search in Kuhlman Hall. 
Two fictitious IDs were confis-
cated during the search.
Jan. 18 4:25 p.m. – Xavier Po-
lice assisted Norwood Police with 
an auto accident with injuries on 
the 3700 block of  Montgomery 
Road.
Jan. 19 10:31 p.m. – A student 
reported that his/her iPhone, 
which was left unattended in the 
Kennedy Auditorium, had been 
stolen.
Jan. 21 6:14 p.m. – Xavier Po-
lice assisted Norwood Police with 
a prisoner search at Norwood Po-
lice Station.
Jan. 22 12:10 a.m. – Xavier Po-
lice received a report from three 
students who had been followed 
by a suspicious subject through 
the Norwood Plaza lot and the C2 
parking lot. The suspect stopped 
following them when the students 
turned towards the Police Station 
at Flynn Hall. A broadcast was put 
out to Xavier and Norwood Police 
Officers to search the area, but the 
suspect could not be located.
Jan. 17 8:38 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Cincinnati Police of-
ficers investigated a report of  
approximately ten shots fired 
in the wooded area next to the 
Village. The area was searched 
and nothing was found.
Terrible aim...
Jan. 21 3:36 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search in the 
University Apartments. A small 
amount of  marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and alcohol were 
confiscated during the search.
All day session. Nice...
Jan. 21 12:55 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a report of  a loud party on 
the 4200 block of  Bell Street. 
Approximately 150-200 people 
were in attendance. One street 
sign was confiscated from the 
residence and the students liv-
ing there were warned about 
disorderly house.
A good party? At Xavier?!
David Johnson, former CFJ director, 
has been reassigned to Assistant 
Provost, leading to a search for an 
interim CFJ director to replace him.
Newswire file photo














selecting an interim director,” 
Johnson said. “Right now, we 
are looking for what would 
make the most sense structur-
ally and at who can play the 
role with as little disruption as 
possible.”
Johnson 
e x p l a i n e d 
how this is 
a time of  
t r ans i t i on 
for the CFJ 
and SLL 






s m o o t h l y 




of  current 
or planned CFJ programs.  
According to Johnson, the 
CFJ is most concerned with 
continuing its mission and 
maintaining its established 
New CFJ director
Current director now Associate Provost
relationship with students. 
“What has been important in 
the past for CFJ is that we have 
a process in which students 
have a role in contributing to 
our development.  Their voic-
es gave shape to who we are,” 
Johnson said. 
“Our staff  is focused on 
what the students’ concerns are 
and put them first in our deci-
sions.  We will make sure [the 
interim director] will step up 
and continue to do that because 
CFJ is all about that dynamic 
relationship with students. 
CFJ is a home for all aimed at 
celebrating our Catholic, Jesuit 
heritage and promoting the link 














t h e 
a m o u n t 






stead of  
locking and unlocking buildings.
Not only will having remote 
locking systems make officers 
more available in the evening, it 
will also enable the buildings to 
be better monitored.
According to Chief  Michael 
Couch, if  a door is left propped 
open that is rigged with this sys-
tem, after a certain amount of  
time an alarm will be sent to dis-
patch and an officer will be sent 
to investigate the situation. 
The card system is also very 
adaptable. If  students are given 
permission to have access to a 
building after hours, instead of  
being issued a key, their All Card 
can be inserted into the program 
so they have access with their 
card to the building. 
This system is also benefi-
cial because if  a student or em-
ployee loses their card, it can be 
disabled as soon as the campus 
police are informed. Before, if  a 
key was lost, there was no way to 
disable a key unless a locksmith 
was called to change the locks on 
a certain building.
“The system is adaptable – it 
is made to be compatible with 
the needs of  the school,” Couch 
said. “As the University evolves, 
so can the card access system.”
Staff Writer, David Maxwell
News Editor, Molly Boes
Continued from page 1




The volunteers lined up and 
brought each of  the 100 people 
who were in attendance their dish 
of  choice. 
Some students were designat-
ed to wash the dish trays in the 
kitchen, some were in charge of  
actually serving the food onto the 
platters, some delivered the food 
to the people and some were in 
charge of  pouring drinks. 
Xavier students were not the 
only volunteers at St. Francis on 
“ ”
“Going to St. Francis Seraph makes me happy 
not just because I get to have fun with volunteers, 
but also I get to see people for everything they are, 
not just some stereotype,”
Taylor Fulkerson
Campus NewsXavier Newswire January 25, 2012 5
- Paid Advertisements -
By Kris reilly
Staff Writer
The Manresa Orientation 
Team is now accepting appli-
cations for the fall 2012 First-
Year Orientation.  
The process is organized 
completely online; no paper 
applications will be accepted. 
Once a student has submit-
ted a team application, he 
or she also must sign up for 
an individual interview time 
slot.  The interviews will 
be held during the week of  
Feb. 3 through Feb. 9.  Past 
group leaders, staff  members, 
Manresa Core, and Xavier 
staff  members will interview 
the candidates. 
A link to sign up for an 
interview is available on 
the Team’s website which 
also states, “If  you have not 
signed up for an interview by 
February 1, 2012, we will as-
sume you are no longer inter-
ested in becoming a member 
of  the Orientation Team.”  
Newswire photo by Rachael Harris
The Manresa Orientation Team is the driving force behind Week of Welcome
The candidates will be 
emailed the results of  the 
Manresa Orientation Team 
selection by Feb. 27 and the 
results will be posted out-
side the Office of  Student 
Involvement (room 200, 
Gallagher Student Center).
The Candidate Packet is 
available online at http://
www.xavier.edu/student-
i n vo l ve m e n t / m a n r e s a -
training/ and on the Team’s 
OrgSync page.  A student 
should submit his or her 
completed application to the 
OrgSync page no later than 
11:59 p.m. on Jan. 30.  
If  a student is studying 
abroad or outside Cincinnati 
for the spring semester, he 
or she must contact Molly 
Dugan to coordinate an al-
ternative interview before the 
application deadline.   
Any other questions or concerns 
should be directed to Molly Dugan, 
the Assistant Director of  Student 
Involvement, at duganm@xavier.
edu.   
Manresa applications
Due on OrgSync by Jan. 31
- Paid Advertisement -
Students volunteer at soup kitchen
On Friday, a group of  12 stu-
dents took time out of  their after-
noons to volunteer at a 
soup kitchen in down-
town Cincinnati. 
The students traveled 
to St. Francis Seraph 
soup kitchen, where 
people who are home-
less or have very low 
income are provided 
meals for free. 
The groups were 
split up into portions to divide up 
the work.  
The soup kitchen runs by ask-
ing people if  they prefer one dish 
over another due to allergies – 
pork and beans or turkey and 
rice with a side of  fruit, corn and 
mashed potatoes. 
Friday. There were also students 
from Mount Notre Dame High 
School. 
After serving food, the group 
was given a tour of  St. Francis 
Seraph, the church that runs the 
soup kitchen. It was over 150 
years old and the 
group got to talk 
with some of  the 
Franciscan broth-
ers who live there. 
The group head-
ed back to Xavier 
around 6 p.m., and 
had a  discussion about their 
experience. 
“Going to St. Francis Seraph 
makes me happy not just because 
I get to have fun with volunteers, 
but also because I get to see peo-
ple for everything they are, not 
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By saBrina Brown
Sports Editor
 Coach Mack’s 
Tweet of the 
week
Head men’s basketball coach 
Chris Mack is considered one 
of the funniest tweeters in 
college basketball. 
@NewswireSports 
picked their favorite for the 
week. 
@CoachChrisMack: As I cut 
my hair (well, shaved it real 
close), wife says I love when 
your hair is short. Told her 
not too many options at this 
point.




for all your latest 
Xavier    news!
By kyle isaacs
Asst. Sports Editor
Men’s basketball takes on SLU
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Junior guard Mark Lyons leads 
Xavier in scoring with 16.6 ppg.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Senior point guard Tu Holloway leads 
Xavier in assists with 5.6 apg.
Sports Opinion: March comes early this year
College basketball centers 
arounds the notion that on any 
given night, any team could lose, 
regardless of  rank or record.
For most seasons this belief  
might fall by the wayside, but 
the 2011-12 season is reminding 
everyone of  the u n -
predictability of  t h e 
sport. This year’s 






a n d 
s o m e 
g a m e 
r e -
sults 
t h a t 
are un-
c o m -
mon.
T h e 
Associated Press 
rankings are a strong 
indicator of  how well a team 
is playing throughout the season. 
As of  Jan. 22, there have been 
41 different teams to break into 
the AP Top 25. In fact, many of  
the current teams in the top 25 
were nowhere to be found in the 
AP Preseason Rankings. 
Additionally, 11 of  the top 25 
teams in the first poll of  the year 
are no longer ranked, including 
our Xavier Musketeers. 
The craziness of  the 2011-12 
season can give Musketeer fans 
some solace. 
Xavier hit a rough skid mid-
season and lost five out of  six 
games, dropping them out of  the 
polls. 
However, Xavier is not the 
only team who has seen 
such misfor-
tune. The 
University of  
Louisville, which as-
cended to the No. 4 
ranking in December, 
l o s t four out of  six games 
to fall in the polls. 
Indiana University, who sur-
prised many experts in its rise 
to the No. 7 ranking in the na-
tion, lost three of  their past four 
games. 
While many Xavier fans might 
have written our season off  after 
December, no team has struggled 
worse than the University of  
Pittsburgh. The Panthers were an 
early favorite to win the national 
title but have now dropped eight 
games in a row.
The lone shining star of  the 
college basketball season had been 
Syracuse University, which sprint-
ed out of  the gate to a 20-0 start.
However, even the Orange fell 
to the University of  
Notre Dame this 
weekend in a 
surprising 
fashion. 
T h e 
unranked 




d e f e n s e , 
making the 
team look 
f a u l t e r -
ing despite 
many who 




aside, this season has seen some 
surprising results in the box 
scores. 
The third-ranked University 
of  North Carolina suffered its 
worst defeat in years, falling to the 
University of  Florida State by 33 
points. 
The Louisville Cardinals suf-
fered a setback in Big East play 
when they lost to Providence 
College by 31 points. 
These defeats were shock-
ing in their own right, but no 
game was as lopsided as Western 
Carolina University’s game with 
Toccoa Falls College last 
Tuesday. 
W e s t e r n 
Carolina defeat-
ed Toccoa Falls 
141-39, becom-
ing only the 
fourth school 
in Division I 
history to beat a 
team by more 
than 100 
points.
With all the 
madness go-
ing on in col-
lege basketball, 
one can won-
der if  this is the 
year for mid-major 
programs. 
The last two Final Fours have 
seen upstart mid-majors making 
their first appearance. Who’s to 
say this season’s edition of  the 
Final Four will be any different? 
If  the Musketeers can  right 
their ship by the time March rolls 
around, we might all be traveling 
south to see Xavier play  in the 



























The Xavier Musketeers will 
return to action today when they 
take on the Saint Louis Billikens. 
After traveling to Dayton on 
Saturday, the Musketeers will play 
the Billikens at Cintas Center be-
fore playing their next three games 
on the road. 
Xavier fell to the Dayton Flyers 
87-72 on Saturday in a critical 
game that went beyond the heated 
rivalry between the two schools. 
The loss caused the Musketeers 
to fall to second in the Atlantic 10 
conference standings. 
For the past five years, Xavier 
has won at least a share of  the 
A-10 conference championship 
title. 
While Xavier is still being con-
sidered the team to beat in the 
A-10 by most, the Musketeers are 
getting a run for their money this 
season. 
The primary two teams chas-
ing the Muskies are the Billikens 
and the Flyers. Xavier will have a 
chance to avenge their loss to the 
Flyers when Dayton travels down 
I-75 for the second meeting of  
the year between the two schools 
on Feb. 18. 
The Musketeers will have to 
put the Dayton loss behind them 
to focus on Saint Louis.
Saint Louis sits at 3-2 in 
the A-10 and 15-4 overall. The 
Billikens two conference losses 
have been single-digit losses to 
Dayton and Temple. 
For Saint Louis, senior forward 
Brian Conklin leads the team in 
scoring with 14.3 points per game 
and is second in rebounding with 
5.4 boards per game. 
Xavier was led in scoring by 
senior point guard Tu Holloway 
with 21 points. A close second 
in scoring was junior shooting 
guard Mark Lyons. Lyons scored 
20 points and went three for five 
from beyond the arch. 
Lyons leads Xavier in scoring 
with 16.6 points per game. The 
redshirt junior has scored in dou-
ble figures for 16 of  his 17 games 
this season.
Holloway, who led Xavier in 
scoring last season, has scored 15 
points or less in the six games pre-
ceding the Dayton game. 
Perhaps Holloway’s most star-
tling statistics go hand-in-hand. 
Holloway went scoreless in a 
Xavier win against Fordham and 
recorded a season-high 12 assists 
against St. Bonaventure. 
The pre-season All-American’s 
role on this Xavier team is chang-
ing, though the nature of  this 
change remains uncertain. 
 While the Musketeers’ of-
fense was intact against Dayton, 
rebounding proved to be a chal-
lenge for Xavier. 
Xavier was out-rebounded 40-
28 on Saturday by the Flyers. 
The Musketeer’s leading re-
bounder is forward Andre Walker, 
a graduate student transfer from 
Vanderbilt. 
“[Practice] was really intense. 
We focused on things that we were 
lacking during the game. Mostly 
rebounding and just playing with 
intensity. We got after it and com-
peted a lot,” Walker said. 
Walker averages 6.2 rebounds 
per game, and on Saturday, the 
6-foot-8 forward recorded only 
two rebounds.
Both of  Walker’s rebounds 
were defensive, a strange occur-
rence for the forward who records 
a third of  his boards on the of-
fensive end. 
Before their loss to the Flyers, 
the Musketeer defense had been 
some of  the strongest of  the 
2011-12 season. 
The 87 points that Xavier al-
lowed against Dayton were the 
most the team had allowed all 
season. 
Today’s game will serve as a 
stepping stone for the Musketeers 
in the path to a sixth consecutive 
A-10 title and seventh straight 
NCAA tournament appearance.
“It’s a sense of  urgency, but it 
depends on the sense you’re using 
that word. We don’t want to be in 
a hurry. We want to do everything 
quickly but not in a rush to the 
point where we just overwhelm 
ourselves and put too much over-
load on each player. We want to 
respond quickly and start win-
ning more games,” junior forward 
Travis Taylor said.
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Women’s basketball drops two at home
By Danny o’Malley
Staff  Writer
Newswire photo by Greg Rose
Sophomore guard Shatyra Hawkes 
scored six points against Temple.
Newswire photo by Greg Rose
Pachko led Xavier in scoring with 12 
points against Temple last night.




The Xavier men’s and wom-
en’s swimming team traveled to 
Fischers, Ind. last weekend to 
compete in the Butler Invitational. 
Both teams finished second place 
in their divisions, including three 
first place finishes in the relays. 
The men tallied 697 points while 
the women finished with 521 
points for the invitational. Xavier 
had 10 swimmers finish in first 
place in the individual events. 
The Musketeers had a strong 
showing in the 200-yard medley 
relay, capturing first place in both 
the men’s and women’s events. The 
women’s team, which consisted 
of  freshmen Carolyn Stewart and 
Madison Day, juniors Courtney 
Shields and Anne Frigo finished 
with a time of  1:49.60 minutes. 
The men’s relay team touched 
the wall in a time of  1:34.71. The 
men’s relay team was made up 
of  juniors Sam Conchuratt and 
David Maxwell, senior Chadeau 
Wilson and sophomore Armando 
Moss. Xavier also took first 
place in the men’s 400-yard free-
style relay, thanks to the efforts 
of  Conchuratt, senior Michael 
Zennedjian, junior Pablo Morejon 
and Moss. The team’s finishing 
time of  3:08.15 was six seconds 
faster than the second place team 
from Ball State University.  
Xavier also performed well in 
the individual swimming events. 
On the men’s side, sophomore 
Chad Thompson picked up two 
first place finishes, one in the 200-
yard backstroke and another in 
the 200-yard individual medley. 
Freshmen Kiernan McGeehan 
and Alex Huff  both turned in first 
place performances in the 1650-
yard freestyle and 500-yard free-
style, respectively. Freshman Eric 
Durvin barely edged out team-
mate Conchuratt in the 200-yard 
freestyle. In addition to his top 
relay finishes, Moss also captured 
a victory in the men’s 100-yard 
freestyle.
On the women’s side, sopho-
more Courtney Cox finished near-
ly 20 seconds ahead of  her closest 
competitor with her time of  17:45 
in the 1650-yard freestyle. Cox 
also finished first in the 500-yard 
freestyle. Shields earned a first 
place finish in the 100 yard but-
terfly when she touched the wall 
at 59.44 seconds. Frigo finished 
the 100-yard freestyle at 53.39 
seconds, earning her a top place 
finish. 
Head coach Brent MacDonald 
was pleased with the performanc-
es of  both teams. 
“We finished out a lot of  races 
and we saw a lot of  people have 
season bests, which is great for 
this time of  year,” MacDonald 
said. 
The meet was held on Sunday 
instead of  Saturday, which allowed 
for extra rest for many swimmers, 
MacDonald said. With four weeks 
remaining before conference 
championships, Xavier has time 
to work on the technical aspects 
of  the meet. 
“We can continue to improve 
on starting, our turns and other 
race strategies,” MacDonald said. 
This Saturday the Xavier wom-
en’s basketball team fell to St. 
Joseph’s at home 70-67.
After the opening tip, the 
Musketeers quickly went up 10-2 
after a few layups from redshirt 
junior Jessica Pachko. 
Pachko was the high-scorer of  
the game with 19 points and con-
tinually found ways to keep the 
Musketeers in the game. 
The biggest lead of  the night 
for Xavier came with under eight 
minutes  left in the first half  where 
they had a nine point lead over the 
Hawks. 
This lead did not last long as 
the Hawks fought back ending 
the half  on a 16-4 run lead by St. 
Joesph’s sophomore guard Erin 
Sheilds. 
With both teams commanding 
different portions of  the first half, 
the score at the break was 30-27 
with the Hawks on top.
At the start of  the second half, 
the Hawks carried the energy with 
them and went ahead 41-31 within 
four minutes. 
The Musketeers, who out-re-
bounded the Hawks 39 to 29, gave 
up some crucial offensive boards 
during this span of  time. 
These allowed St. Joseph to 
get second-chance points. The 
Musketeers never saw the lead 
again. 
Even though they trailed by 
10 points, the Musketeers never 
stopped as Tyeasha Moss was able 
to make a few shots and get to the 
free throw line. 
Xavier cut the lead to one on 
two different occasions. 
Pachko was key here as she 
grabbed a few of  her 15 rebounds 
throughout the game allowing 
her to be the only player with a 
double-double.  
With the ball and Xavier down 
six, sophomore guard Ashley 
Wanninger missed a three-pointer 
which was rebounded and put 
back in by Pachko with 20 sec-
onds left. 
The Hawks turned the ball 
over to Xavier’s sophomore guard 
Shatyra Hawkes. 
The turnover resulted in a 
three-point play by Pachko. 
Pachko made a layup and free 
throw with 10 seconds left to cut 
the deficit to one.
The Hawks were then fouled 
and made a pair of  free-throws 
leading to one last chance for 
Xavier to tie. 
Hawkes took and missed the 
shot to tie making the final score 
70-67 with St. Joseph coming out 
on top. 
The Xavier women’s team 
then fell  64-38 to the Temple 
University Owls last night.
This marks the eleventh con-
secutive loss for the Musketeers 
this season. 
Player Profile: Travis Taylor
By saBrina Brown
Sports Editor
The Xavier Newswire sat down 
with junior forward Travis Taylor 
of  the Xavier men’s basketball 
team. 
Taylor transferred to Xavier 
from Monmouth after his sopho-
more season. The 2011-12 season 
is the first of  his two seasons of  
eligibility for the Musketeers.
Xavier Newswire: What kind of  
music would we find on your iPod?
Travis Taylor: Hip-Hop and 
R&B. Actually, you’d find 
a range of  different things, 
but mainly hip-hop and 
R&B. 
XN: What are some of  your 
hobbies outside of  basketball?
TT: I watch TV a lot, es-
pecially Law & Order. 
XN: So, do you watch a lot 
of  crime shows?
TT: No, just Law & 
Order, especially Special 
Victims Unit. 
XN: What’s your favorite movie?
TT: I’m a movie person, so I 
don’t know. I like a lot of  movies. 
XN: Who’s your favorite actor or 
actress?
TT: Denzel Washington.
XN: What’s your favorite sport be-
sides basketball?
TT: Basketball. 
XN: What’s your favorite NBA 
team?
TT: I don’t have a favor-
ite team. I have a favorite player 
though. 
XN: Who’s your favorite player?
TT: Amar’e Stoudemire. I like 
his aggressiveness around the rim. 
He’s a very aggressive player, and 
he gets better and better. 
XN: Who’s a player you aspire to 
be like?
TT: I as-
pire to be like him 
[Stoudemire], 
but with a bet-
ter jump shot, 
better handle, 
stuff  like that. He’s a 
great player. 
XN: What’s some-
thing that inspires you, 
keeps you working?
TT: Mainly 
just the fact that 
I started so late. 
It goes to show 
that at the end 
of  the day, no 
matter how late 
you start, you 
still have a shot. 
Don’t ever give 
up, basically. 
XN: What’s 
something people might 
not know about you?
Rebounds: 4.8 per game









so late. I only 
played two 
years in high 
school. That’s 
pretty differ-
ent from a lot 
of  people. 






fore every game. 
XN: What do you think 
makes you different from other 
players on the Xavier team?
TT: I’ve played bas-
ketball for a long time, but 
I’ve been around the game 
for such a little time. 
XN: What’s something you’d like 
fans to know about you?
TT: That I’m a funny per-
son, humorous. I’ll talk to any-
body. I’m open to have a con-
versation with anybody. 
XN: Why’d you choose to transfer 
to Xavier?
TT: It was the perfect 
environment. 
Their last win came on Dec. 
6 when the Musketeers defeated 
Morehead State 71-66. 
Xavier will return to action 
on Saturday when they travel 
to Kingston, R.I. to take on the 
University of  Rhode Island Rams.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Xavier’s Travis Taylor averages 6.1 
points and 4.8 boards per game.
6’ 8” 220 lbs










Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
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First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution
Congress shall make no law respeCting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exerCise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speeCh, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaCeably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievanCes.
EDITORIAL 
Safety Always a priority
No
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the school year, except during vacation and final 
exams, by the students of  Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207-2129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff  member each week and do not necessarily reflect the senti-
ments of  the entire staff. They are also not the sole responsibility of  the Opinions and Editorials editor to 
write.
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier Newswire are not necessarily those of  the student body, 
faculty or administration of  Xavier.  The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily reflect 
those of  editors or general staff.  
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per semester within the USA and are prorated.  
Subscription inquiries should be directed to the Advertising Manager, Jake Garrity, at 513-745-3561.  
Advertising inquiries should be directed to the Advertising Manager, as well.  
One copy of  the Xavier Newswire, distributed on campus, is free per person per week.  Additional copies 
are 25 cents.  
Xavier University is an academic community committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
On the Web: 
www.thexunewswire.com
We at the Newswire wholeheart-edly endorse 








ing All Card 






















has been remarkably low. The 
Newswire has published articles 
and crime reports detailing a 
consistently low level of  crime, 
including violence, drug and al-
cohol as far back as 2005 (refer 
to Newswire articles 01/28/09, 
03/18/09 and 04/29/09). 
— Letters to the editor —
We at the Newswire under-
stand that implementing All 
Card swipes to get into the 
Gallagher Student Center 
late at night probably will not 
save lives. But the very minute 
student safety 
is not a top 
priority is 
when — quite 









ey to student 
safety. 




any of  these 
measures are 
groundbreak-
ing, nor are 
they necessar-





Xavier student safety on cam-
pus). However, regardless of  
intention, the improvements in 
security measures are no doubt 
a win for students and the ad-
ministration. Constant vigilance 
is crucial to avoiding atrocious 
crime on campus. 
Newsire file photo
In response to the anonymous 
letter submitted to the Newswire 
and to all others ever affected by 
sexual assault:
 
Your strength and courage 
has shaped the lives of  many 
and will continue to impact our 
community. Whether you are a 
survivor or a friend, a mother or 
a brother, this journey is one not 
to be traveled alone and there are 
many resources both near and far 
available to help guide you along 
the way. If  you or someone you 
know has been affected by sexual 
assault the following anonymous 
and/or confidential resources 
can help:
 
Tamika Odum, Director, 
Women’s Center: odumt@xavier.
edu or 513.745.3940
Thanks for sharing,  Advocate Program 24 Hour 
Helpline: 513.745.1000 or for 
more information about the 
program contact the Advocate 
Program Director Dr. Anna Ghee 
at 513.745.3463
 
National Sexual Assault 
Hotline: 1.800.656.HOPE
 
Women Helping Women:  24-
Hour Crisis Line   513.381.5610
 
You will always be part of  the 
Xavier family and we will con-
tinue to provide resources as you 
embark on this lifelong journey. 
Much like a lotus flower, under-
stand that even in muddy waters 
your beauty and strength will pre-





The Marron I knew
Marron now works in subur-
ban Cleveland, Ohio. Xavier stu-
dents, parents and alumni in the 
area should express their outrage 
to the owners of  the establish-
ment at which he is employed that 
this man is allowed proximity to 
women in a business that serves 
alcohol. The 6’5” Marron was a 
football lineman for St. Edward’s 
High School and Xavier’s club 
team. He beat the rape charges 
with the help of  slick work by a 
criminal defense attorney. This 
man should be subjected to con-
tinual exposure by indignant citi-
zens when the justice system has 
failed to protect our women.
Paul Dwyer
”
Opinions&Editorials 9XaviEr NEwswirE January 25, 2012
”
W e need to start thinking about 
ways to improve our collegiate 
educational system.  Now that 
I’ve shocked or exasperated you, 
allow me to explain.
Obviously, my examples 
do not apply to everyone.  














ever, aren’t as 
fortunate.
So, who 
is to blame? 
That is up for 
debate and 
is something 
I don’t wish 
to get into.  
Instead, I’ll explain what I mean 
by my initial statement.
My generation has been 
blessed (and cursed) by technol-
ogy.  My parents’ generation 
wasn’t graced by such a powerful 
technological presence.
When our parents needed 
an answer, they went to some 
mystical place called the library.  
Talkin’ about my 
generation
H erman Cain received 1 percent 
of  the vote this Saturday in 
the South Carolina Republican 
Primary, and Newt Gingrich 
won with 40 percent. This 
is 99.9 percent hilarious and 
100 percent ridiculous. Those 
1 percent of  voters did not 
actually vote for Herman 
Cain, who is no longer even 
running. They voted against 
the way politics happens in 
America, and it’s all a part 
of  Stephen Colbert’s elegant 
satirical creation. Colbert, by 
hijacking Cain’s spot on the 
South Carolina ticket, is shed-
ding much needed light on the 
way political campaigns are 
funded, which is unbelievably 
similar to, if  not simply the 





lost, but the 
1 percent 





centage of  
“people” allowed a financial 
voice in American politics. In 
other words, those descrying 
that “the 1 percent” control 
everything are wrong: ac-
cording to economist Paul 
Krugman in an Op-Ed for 
the New York Times it’s actually 
something more like .1 per-
cent. But who are these people 
with ungodly sums of  money? 
Toward what face can I fun-
nel all my angst? No face. Only 
the logos on everything I own. 
They’re called corporations, and 
they’re not people, actually — 









system in America, which is 
a huge joke.  If  you don’t laugh 
when you hear Mitt Romney say, 
“Corporations are people, my 
friend,” you don’t get the joke, 
but fear not; it’s not hard to get. 
Also, if  you’re more into social 
issues like defending the sanctity 
of  marriage, there ought to be 
nothing more infuriating than the 
corporate goals that most “family 
values” politicians are paid to de-
fend once in office. What’s more 
threatening to marriage than 
the constant barrage of  sexually 
themed advertisements that are 
used to sell culture to kids? Better 
yet, what’s more threatening to 
marriage than Newt Gingrich? 
What about a foreclosure on a 
home: Do you think a foreclosure 
would wreck a marriage?
Colbert’s point boils down to 
the role of  what are called Super 
PACs (political action commit-
tees). Super PACs are non-profit 
organizations, which means that 
they are not required to reveal a 
list of  donors according to sec-
tion 501(c) of  the tax code. Any 
person — a vague term these 
days — can donate any amount 
of  money anonymously to a 
Super PAC, who in turn can then 












Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission, the Supreme Court 
decided that corporations have 
the same rights to free speech as 
people, and since money counts 
as speech, and they have un-
speakably large amounts of  it, 
their voices are much louder than 
mine and yours. We also don’t 
get to know which corporation’s 
voice we’re listening to, which 
is horrifying. The grift is pretty 
simple: rather than corporations 
coming out and supporting any 
particular candidate, which would 
raise eyebrows and force them 
to pick only one, corporations 







one with a totally 
different image and a totally 
different name, who is not legally 
required to dis-
close the origin of  
the money. They 
don’t donate be-
cause they’re good 
citizens. They do 
it because they 
have a lot of  
money riding on 












but so does Jon 
Stewart, who 
inherited his from Colbert when 
he decided that he might try 
running for president. It’s called 
the “Definitely Not Coordinating 
with Steven Colbert Super PAC,” 
We go to a magical place called 
Google.  
Our parents once 
had to make a phone 
call, write a letter or 
knock on a door if  
they wanted to talk 
to someone. We use 
e-mail, texting and 
instant messengers.  
(Yes, people still 
make phone calls but 
that’s not the point). 
We’ve become 
spoiled.  It’s not 
something to neces-
sarily be ashamed 
of; it’s just the 
truth.  With things 
like Facebook and 
Twitter, along with 
text messaging, 
information is now 
at our fingertips.  
Information is instantaneous.
We don’t have to wait for 
the next day’s paper to tell us 
the news. We can now know 
what’s happening virtually as it’s 
happening.
This technology has given us 
so much, but it’s taken a lot away, 
too.  We no longer need a great 
memory, interpersonal communi-
cation skills or a large vocabulary.  
These items are all provided for 
us via technology.
Let’s face it: our generation 
is different from our parents’ 
generation.  We must, then, adapt 
to our differences.
One of  
the biggest 
differences 
is the loss of  
our attention 
span.  Not to 
say that some 
of  our parents 
didn’t have 
small ones to 
begin with, 
but with the technology we have, 
small attention spans are more 
commonplace.  
Think about it.  How many 
students do you see nodding off  
in class, playing with their phones 
or doodling in their notebooks? 
Furthermore, how many reading 
assignments have you neglected 
to do because they were too long 
and you didn’t want to take the 
time?
So, as I said, it’s time for us 
to start looking into ways of  
improving the classroom.  What 
worked on our parents, or our 
teachers, doesn’t work to the 
same effect with us.  Things like 
lectures and long reading assign-
ments don’t necessarily do the 
trick anymore.  
Some students still thrive in 
their academics regardless of  the 
teacher, but we need to focus on 
the students that are continually 
struggling.
The necessary improvements 
require teachers, future teachers 
and students (through teacher 
reviews) to work together to find 
teaching styles better suited for 
today’s generation  — something 
more attention grabbing, more 
engaging.
When popular entities like 
Twitter call for us to chop 
our thoughts to a concise 140 
characters and texting pushes 
us to shorten phrases like “see 
and it’s definitely coordinating 
with Steven Colbert. The two 
have discussed political plans 
together, in the same room, on 
national television. It turns out 
that in legal jargon the word 
“coordinate” is not just loosely 
defined. It’s next to meaning-
less. Candidates can absolutely 
coordinate with Super PACs, 
and they do, which means that 
the laws protecting Stewart and 
Colbert from facing criminal 
charges are the same ones 
keeping this absurd system 
alive. It’s hilarious when they 
do it because it’s evil when 
politicians do it, which they 
do, or else they 
wouldn’t have 
been elected. 
All of  this 
begs one ques-
tion: Why do 
corporations 
even put on 
the political 
show? Why do 
they give us the 
illusion that 











ably don’t matter to them at all? 
It’s enough to make a man a bit 
paranoid, if  you ask me. 





“We need to start thinking about ways to improve our collegiate education system .
Robert Lisiecki, Head Copy Editor
you later” to “c u l8er,” we are 
bound to adapt to that lifestyle.
Monotone lectures and 
long reading assignments, for 
instance, are no longer as ef-
fective as they once might have 
been.  They have always caused 
some students to drift off  but 
now more and more stop paying 
attention.  To counter this, we 
must re-engage ourselves in the 
classroom. 
This change will require 
vigor, intuitiveness and an ability 
to set aside pride for the future 












can’t teach and students can’t 
learn.  Many teachers teach well 
and many students learn.  It’s 
just that we live in a volatile 
society and must do our best to 
change with the times.
Most of  us will earn a degree. 
Don’t you, as teachers, want 
students to take something 
more out of  your class than a 
grade? Don’t you, as the student, 
want to actively learn instead of  
paying large sums of  money to 
memorize material, forget mate-
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LONDON — One of  the 
most surreal experiences of  my 
life was walking down the street 
the latter part of  last week. 
I walked to the Tube station 
to refill my travel card, and as I 
walked past the bus station, I heard 
at least five different accents from 
the group of  people getting on a 
double decker bus. Then it hit me. 
This scene is part of  my life for 
the next four months. 
Up until that point, we had only 
taken part in the various sightsee-
ing excursions in order for us to 
get accustomed to the area. Being 
able to go out on my own made 
me realize that this trip was not 
just vacation. It is my life for the 
semester. 
On the surface, life in London 
isn’t really that different from life 
in any other large city. 
The neighborhood that my uni-
versity is in, an area to the west of  
central London called Kensington, 
is one of  the least densely populat-
ed neighborhoods, but the houses 
are stacked on top of  one another 
and pressed together to make use 
of  every possible inch of  space. It 
is also one of  the wealthier neigh-
borhoods, which means that ev-
erything is expensive but relatively 
safe. 
Certainly not every neighbor-
hood is the same though. While 
London has a variety of  things in 
London: A mix of past & present  
common with other cities, living 
here for the past week has helped 
me to see a couple of  things that 
are uniquely London. 
One of  the amazing things I’ve 
discovered about London is how 
easily the old and the new mix. 
During a tour of  Westminster 
Abbey, our guide casually men-
tioned the man that had the 
church built in the 10th century 
and the man that got married in 
the same church less than a year 
ago in the same sentence. 
On the steps of  St. Paul’s 
Cathedral sits the Occupy London 
protest. 
It seems the British think noth-
ing of  how old these landmarks 
are despite their considerable age 
compared to most landmarks in 
the United States. 
At the same time, the British 
are proud of  everything that 
makes London what 
it is. Londoners are 
equally as proud to 
point out the damage 
that remains on St. 
Paul’s from the London 
Blitz during World War 
II as they are to point 
you towards Platform 9 3/4, even 
if  they think it is cheesy. 
Like the locals in any other city 
in the world, Londoners know 
what makes their city so special 
and are happy to share it. (Unless, 
of  course, you act like a rude, 
American tourist.)
These are just some little 
things I have discovered so far. 
Of  course, I have only been here 
a week. Who knows what else is 
in store?
  
SAC Late Night Snack
Buffalo Wild Wings   
this event speaks for itself. everyone loves BW3’s.
come enjoy some wings and listen the 
acoustic music of Bergamot. 
10 - 11 p.m. Feb. 2, GsC Foodcourt   
Charles Bernstein 
Poetry Reading 
the Department of english ryan Writers 
Series presents a poetry reading by charles 
Bernstein. author of various publications, 
Dr. Bernstein is a professor of english and comparative 
literature at the University of Pennsylvania.
7:30 - 9 p.m. Feb. 1, Kennedy auditorium
Cincinnati Brew Ha-Ha!  
considered one of the top ten comedy events in the 
cincinnati area, cincinnati Brew Ha-Ha! is 
now hosting a winter edition at Xavier’s 
cintas center. Presenting over 80 beers, from ales to 
lagers and pilsners to stouts, this event is the  
perfect combination for a fun time. 
 7 - 10 p.m., Feb. 4, Cintas Center 
XU Campus
arts Events 
Shadows in Flight: short but satisfiying 
Reading Between the lines with PJC:
Photos courtesy of Haley Seger
Photos courtesy of Haley Seger
upper left - Westminster Abbey; 
lower left - St. Paul’s Cathedral; 
upper right - Big Ben Clocktower; 
lower right - Platform 9 3/4 in 
King’s Cross Station
  
I first met the main character 
Bean of  Shadows in Flight many 
years ago in school when I discov-
ered the novel Ender’s Game. 
Since that time, I have read and 
reread the novels of  Orson Scott 
Card. 
I was not disappointed when I 
picked up Shadows in Flight, though 
I never expected to be. 
Card’s Shadow  series, a set of  
sequels of  his original science 
fiction novel Ender’s Game, thrills 
readers with its technological 
prowess and moving love story. 
Shadows in Flight is the penulti-
mate book in the series and con-
tinues the story of  power, emo-
tion and fear.
Set over 400 years into the fu-
ture, Bean and his children are liv-
ing on a spacecraft traveling near 
the speed of  light. 
Their mission is to discover 
a cure for a disease that makes 
them literal geniuses but forces 
their physical bodies to continue 
to grow throughout their entire 
lives. 
With these prospects they are 
doomed to live only into their 
early 20’s and then die due to the 
great physical stress produced by 
the disease. 
Readers will marvel at how 
Card brings the conflict to a re-
sounding resolution. 
Despite the short length — a 
mere 240 pages — Card manages 
to fit all that is necessary into the 
story, as well as develop charac-
ters with real voices of  their own. 
My one criticism of  Card’s 
writing is that I simply feel hun-
gry for more. I do not want to be 
able to read the story in 
just one day. 
I think Card would 
also do well to give 
more detail in his 
writing. 
Though I think that 
sometimes authors 
overdo the descriptions 
of  physical features or 
dimensions, Card does 
not. 
By increasing the 
amount of  descrip-
tion,  Card could entice 
his readers even more 
to fall in love with the 
characters and their try-
ing lives. 
 One more novel in 
the Shadow series re-
mains to be written. 
The release date for 
Shadows Alive has not 
been set but claims to 
wrap up the Shadow se-
ries and the Ender series. Shadows 
Alive will will tie up many loose 
ends in both series. 
Classifieds
For Rent: CINCIVEGAN@JUNO.COM  for info 
on wonderful apts across from campus. All sizes! 
Studios up to 5 bedroom apartment (and others in 
between).  Tell us what size you want, so that we 
can e-mail you the links for the appropriate apts. 
Summer and/or the school year.
Large one-bedroom apartment for rent in 
Norwood. Front porch and back deck. 3 miles from 
Xavier. $450 plus utilities. Save 10% ($405 month-
ly) on monthly rent if  agreement signed before 
February 1st. Call Steve 614-425-0775.
Wanted: Preschool/Kindergarten Spanish Teacher 
Teacher needed to facilitate the Spanish with Elena 
curriculum in local preschools.  Teaching degree is 
not required.  Teacher will travel weekly to par-
ticipating preschools.  The position is part-time (8 
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The Sanctity of  Sanctuary, a documentary about lo-
cal, renowned herbalist Paul Strauss and the Equinox 
Farm, is using social media to fundraise for the film’s 
production costs. With the help of  Kickstarter, the 
“world’s largest fundraising platform for creative 
projects” according to its website, anyone can donate 
to help raise $20,000 by 7:04 p.m. on Feb. 3.
I met with the producer and director of  the docu-
mentary, Blis DeVault, to discuss her thoughts on the 
film. 
“I like to tell the stories of  our local heroes,” 
DeVault said. “I like to tell stories about local peo-
ple whose message can resonate with a national 
audience.” 
DeVault, the director of  Xavier’s Television Studio 
and an assistant professor in the Communication 
Arts Department, is not new to making films. 
As her biography on Kickstarter reads, DeVault is 
a graduate of  the Ohio University School of  Film and 
Ohio University School of  Visual Communication 
and “has produced several award-winning documen-
tary films that have aired nationally on PBS.” 
DeVault met Strauss while living in Meigs County, 
Ohio and has a passion for sustainability and health, 
much like Strauss. 
“Paul is a visionary man who will ignite your green 
spark,” DeVault said. “It is a great honor to share 
wonderful stories and people with national audienc-
es, and I’m blessed to be able to share this story with 
you.” Having known Strauss for 18 years, DeVault 
also mentioned that Strauss probably knows every 
plant on his farm and its medicinal uses.
Strauss discovered his passion for nature as a 
young boy in New York, but it fully developed while 
living with a Native American family in Taos, New 
Mexico in his early 20s. 
After a friend told him about the cheap land avail-
able in Ohio, Strauss packed his belongings, moved 
to Ohio and bought his first 80 acres of  land (which 
has now become over 300 acres). 
It was here that Strauss turned the poorly-farmed 
land into a business, school, organic farm and sanctu-
ary for medicinal plants. 
Strauss donated the first 70 acres of  his land to 
the United Plant Savers, who created a Botanical 
Sanctuary to preserve endangered indigenous plants. 
Now, with over 40 years of  experience, Strauss is vis-
ited by herbalists all over the world. 
“Though you won’t end up with a degree, a life 
centered on the earth is most rewarding, giving you 
the opportunity to view the interconnection of  all 
things and the dancing circles of  life and death - to 
be endlessly humbled, amazed and confused as you 
reap what you sow,” Strauss said. 
The farm also features a community walking trail, 
the “Talking Forest Medicine Trail,” which has be-
come a tourist destination for environmentalists. 
This trail is what joins the different tracts of  the farm 
together. 
Just through my short meeting with DeVault, I 
could tell that she is extremely passionate about the 
project. 
“The documentary will prove to be an inspiration 
for those striving to tread more lightly on the earth, 
and for others it will passionately speak to living with 
less,” DeVault said. “It is important to tell this story, 
and I feel a social commitment to spread the word of  
sustainability. As humans we need to do more to pro-
tect our planet. Paul is an incredible storyteller and 
really draws people in with his passion and knowl-
edge of  the earth.”
Although the documentary is not directly related 
to Xavier University, many Xavier students have been 
involved. 
“Students have been involved in many aspects of  
the production including transcribing, shooting, edit-
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ing, scanning, logging and web design,” DeVault said. 
“Also, I have received some support from Xavier 
in the form of  Summer Fellowships and Summer 
Research Assistants.”
Although a lot of  hard work has already been put 
into the creation of  this documentary, it cannot be 
finished without the help of  donations from friends, 
family and supporters. 
“I’d like to have some help from the Xavier 
Community as the project aligns with the mission of  
sustainability,” DeVault said. 
Although the Kickstarter page has already raised 
over $6,000 in pledges, there is still $14,000 more that 
must be raised by Feb. 3 at 7:04 p.m. 
“The way that Kickstarter works is, if  you reach 
your goal or exceed your goal, then you receive your 
contributions,” DeVault said. “If  you do not reach 
your goal, then no one is charged.” 
Anyone can donate by visiting www.kickstarter.
com and searching for “The Sanctity of  Sanctuary.” 
The minimum donation amount is only $1, so 
even broke college students can afford to make a 
donation. 
Contributions made will pay for post-production 
costs, including editing, graphics, sound, additional in-
terviews, stock footage, film festival applications and 
much more. While 90 percent of  the film has already 
been shot, there are a few final interviews and images 
Photos Courtesy of Blis DeVault
hours/week) and requires an 18 week commitment 
January through May.  Please contact Elena@span-
ishwithelena.com for more details.
HOUSING for the 2012 school year, Large 3 and 
4 bedroom ($375 pp/mo) FREE laundry, Free in-
ternet, A/C, D/W, off  st. prkg, deck, balcony, next 
to other student housing, walk to campus. Call Pat  
513-702-8251.
For Sale
1925 Hopkins Ave. Norwood, OH
Just a few blocks from campus
6 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths
Equip kitchen, central air 
Front porch, glass enclosed rear porch




As part of  our expansion program, a small company 
is looking for part-time work from home account 
managers. The job pays $700 a month, plus benefits 
and takes only little of  your time. Please contact 
us for more details. Requirements - Should be a 
computer literate and have 2-3 hours access to the 
internet, weekly. Also, applicant must be over 19 
years of  age; and must be efficient and dedicated 
to the job. If  you are interested and need more 
information, contact Jennifer Cornwell via email at  
p.williamsm@hotmail.com
Avail for 2012-13 school year.
3757 Spencer – best location!
3BR@$1200/month and 1BR@$600/month
Call John at (513) 288-0427 
HOUSE FOR RENT for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  Adjacent to campus- great location, 4028 
Huston Ave. 6 bedrooms, 2 baths, dishwasher, free 
laundry, parking. $1590/month. call Karen at 321-
2946.
Large House completely renovated for June 2012 
occupancy. 5-7 residents. four living rooms, four 
baths, three kitchens, laundry, off  street park-
ing, walk to campus.$1875-2100/mo. Adam 
513.608.0887.
After-school childcare: Looking for someone 
to watch our four children weekday afternoons. 
Three children go to Kilgour Elementary (11 year 
old boy, 9 year old boy, 5 year old girl) and one 
goes to Walnut Hills High School (14 year old 
boy). Responsibilities include: picking up the three 
children from Kilgour daily, help get them started 
on homework, help them get snacks, and watch 
them while they play. The children are easy-going, 
very sweet (even though all parents say that, they 
really are) love to play outside, and love sports. 
Also responsible for picking up 14 year old from 
Walnut Hills after school activities and sometimes 
taking younger children to after-school practices or 
activities. Looking for someone who loves children, 
is responsible and dependable. Needs a car. Hours: 
3:30-6:30 weekdays. $12 an hour. Start February 3.
Please contact Laura Trujillo Faherty at lauraktru-
jillo@gmail.com or 602-290-6809.
left that must be finished. The entire project has been 
self-funded with additional Faculty Fellowships and 
Research Assistant funding by Xavier University. 
Depending on the amount you donate, backers 
can receive different rewards as a “thank you” from 
Strauss, DeVault and her team. Rewards include cop-
ies of  the DVD, seedlings planted in their names, 
their names in the film’s credits, t-shirts, a walking 
tour of  Equinox Farm and a private screening of  the 
documentary with Strauss and the crew. 
“In the spirit of  the project, many of  the rewards 
are designed to be green or paperless,” DeVault said. 
“If  you care about the planet and are interested in 
spreading the word of  sustainability, please help sup-
port this film.”
For more information on Strauss and the Equinox Farm, 
visit www.sanctityofsanctuary.com. 
The Sanctity of Sanctuary
Xavier professor Blis DeVault fundraises for local documentary
WANT TO DONATE?
If you want to donate to The Sanctity of Sanctuary, visit 
Kickstarter.com and search for the film’s title. Donate before 
Feb. 3 at 7:04 p.m. if you want your donation to count!
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